head; understands what you say to him, at the first word. Not taking nor wishing1 advice; never suffering replies or remonstrances, not even from his Mother. Pretty well acquainted with works of Esprit, whether in Prose or in Verse : burning' (very hot indeed) 'to distinguish himself by performance of that kind ; but unable to reach the Beautiful, unless held-up by somebody (itayt). It is said that, in a splenetic moment, his Skeleton of an Apollo' (squetettc d'Apollon, M. do Voltaire, who is lean exceedingly) ' exclaimed once, some time ago, " When is it, then, that lie will have done sending me lus dirty linen to wash ? "
'The King is of a sharp mocking tongue withal; pricking into whoever displeases him; often careless of policy in that. Understands nothing of Finance, or still less of Trade; always looking direct towards more money, which he loves much ; incapable of sowing' (as some of «* do !) ' for a distant harvest. Treats almost nil the world as slaves. All his subjects are held in hard shackles. Rigorous for the least shortcoming, where his interest is hurt:—never pardons any fault which tends to inexactitude in the Military Service. Spandau very full,'—• though I did not myself count, ' Keeps in his pay nobody but those useful to him, and capable of doing employments well' (true, always'); 'and the instant he has no more need of them, dismissing them with nothing' (false, generally). 'The Subsidies imposed on his subjects are heavy ; in constant proportion to their Feudal Properties, and their Leases of Domains (Gontrats et Baua); nnd, what is dreadful, are exacted with the same rigour if your Property gets into debt,'—no remission by the iron grip of this King in the name of the State ! Sell, if you can find a Purchaser; or get confiscated altogether ; that is your only remedy. Surely a tyrant of a King.
'People who got nearest him will tell you that his Politeness is not natural, but a remnant of old habit, when he had need of everybody, against the persecutions of his Father. He respects his Mother; the only Female for whom he has a sort of attention. He esteems his AVife, and cannot endure her; has been married nineteen years, and has not yet addressed one word to her' (how true !). ' It was but ft few days ago she handed him a letter, petitioning some things of which she had the most pressing want. He took the Letter, with that smiling, polite and gracious air which he assumes at pleasure; and without breaking the seal, tore the Letter up before her face, made her a profound bow and turned his back on her.' Was there ever such a Pluto varnished into Literary Rosepink ? Very proper Majesty for the Tartarus thut here is.
* * 'The Queen-Mother,' continues our Small Devil, 'is a good fat woman, who lives and moves in her own way (rondement). She has 16,OOW. a year for keeping-up her House. It is said she hoards. Four